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Yriedrish Hubaner, Minister~President of Saxony~ 
Anhalt, oxpressed his firm belis? that the Volkskongress wes not an instrment 
of tha SED or the SMA and vould not develop inte a national asseubly or a vaity 


. party, In contrast to hic original contention that further mintenanea of the 
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ae would be pointless, hm new lends the movemant his fll mropert. 


In oxder to, countebelanee the Ecouemie Council of tie vestern zones, Minister- 
President Eubener acveentes that the Eeononie Soaniasion he givea parlioncnteary 
form and establishad ne the government of the Russia: Zone, He presented this 
idea to Marshal Sololovaicy and the SED ministierprocvidents, but 1t uas gevexelly 
rejocted, He was informed that one cannot euppprt in the east whet one attacks 
in the weet. At the tins of the Leiprig Fair "nbencr ked an opportunity to 
speak with several mombors of the Frankfurt Economie Coumeil, none of whor: ex- 
pressed themselves favorably in regard te it. It ia his impreasion that the 
western powers, formerly in a relatively favorable position, hava boen forced 
politicaliy to casum the defoneive. Ho refvsed tc diseuss the Marshall Plan, 
maintaining that it wes of no aignificance to him or to his policies. 


Ruboner thinks thet tha sequesirations pow occurring in Saxony~fnhalt conititute 
the final steps in che daenasification program and affaet those factories which 
escaped earlier oxprepriation by digmuisiag or econcenling thse actual fects. Ho 
propeced to the SMA thas each cass receive individual examination, but was ro~ 
fuged on the ground that this procadure would proves to be too time-consuming. 
ile accepts the logic of the argument and is resigned tc aoc tices whieh 1411 
result from the aqyetem now in force. 


Hubner was ascteanc! iy stirged by recent ovents in Prezus, but, in view of the 
coming presidential alectioers, does not balfeve thet the tnarioean Govermmont 
under Truman would declare wer on this aecount, In foet, the Russians are 
using pre-slectica teislons in the United States to uheir om cdvantage and will 
probably shift their aims after November 1948. Hubener thinks that most 
4mericans warld favor a wer in defense of Vienne or Berlin even if there vere no 
victorios at the outset. The Soviet Union will not shut of f supply lines to 
Borlin in order to cain fall control of the clay; at the moment, 1t is more 
important to her to =aintain the pood will of the popatior. 


Seong? 


CLASSIFICATION 


BPA eee 


